
AI in the Expert
Witness Toolbox

Enhancing Forensic 
Accounting & Valuation 
Testimony

Presented by Josh Shilts



• About Josh Shilts

• Role as an expert witness

• Why AI matters in forensic accounting today

Introduction
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The Role of an 
Expert Witness

• Responsibilities in litigation

• Common challenges in testimony 
preparation

• Importance of credibility and clarity
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Where AI Fits In

• Types of AI tools used

• How AI supports expert analysis

• AI as a complement to human 
expertise
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Practical 
Applications of AI

• Document review and 
summarization

• Valuation modeling and 
benchmarking 

• Deposition and testimony 
preparation

• Report drafting and editing
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The Time Element
“How many hours do you spend each 
month on tasks that AI could do in 
minutes?”
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Workforce 
Constraints Driving 
AI Adoption

“The U.S. labor market is facing 
increasing pressure from population 
constraints and skill shortages. 
According to the Bureau of Labor 
Statistics, employment in key technical 
roles—like software developers and 
database architects—is projected to 
grow 10–18% from 2023 to 2033, far 
outpacing the average of 4% for all 
occupations

This demand, coupled with a limited 
talent pipeline, is creating a need 
to augment human expertise with AI—
not replace it. Copilot and similar tools 
help bridge this gap by enhancing 
productivity, reducing manual 
workload, and enabling professionals 
to focus on high-value tasks.”
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 Population Constraints 
& Aging Workforce

• In 2024, there were 2.9 working-age 
adults (25–64) for every person over 
65. By 2054, this ratio is projected 
to drop to 2.2 to 1, meaning fewer 
workers supporting more retirees 1

• .

• 47% of U.S. employers identified the 
aging and declining workforce as a 
top trend shaping their future 
operations 1

• .

• The aging population is already 
restricting labor supply growth, 
forcing firms to compete more 
aggressively for talent 1

• .
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AI Skills Gap & Labor 
Shortage

• While 75% of companies are 
adopting AI, only 35% of 
employees received AI 
training in the past year

• 71% of AI-skilled workers are 
men, revealing a significant 
gender gap in AI readiness

• Only 20% of Baby 
Boomers have been offered AI 
upskilling, compared to nearly 
50% of Gen Z workers
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Finance-Specific Talent 
Shortages

    
shortage of skilled finance 
staff, and 84% say it’s 
hard to find qualified 
candidates

• Over 75% of CPAs are 
preparing to retire, 
creating a major 
experience gap in the 
accounting profession

• 73% of finance 
leaders say upskilling is 
critical to fully leveraging 
automation

• .
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General Labor Market 
Trends

• The U.S. labor force reached 
a record high of 170.7 
million in January 2025

• The labor force participation 
rate is 62.3%, and 
the employment-population 
ratio is 59.7%, both showing 
stable engagement

• Annual wage growth is 3.5%, 
and real earnings growth is 
1.8%, indicating rising 
compensation amid tight labor 
conditions
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Case Study/Demo

1. Real-Time Q&A Simulation

Scenario: Show how a forensic 
accountant might use Copilot to 
quickly summarize a deposition 
transcript or extract key financial data 
from a document.

How: Upload a sample document and 
ask Copilot to summarize or extract 
insights live.

2. AI-Assisted Report Drafting

Scenario: Demonstrate how Copilot 
can help draft a valuation report or 
damages analysis.

How: Prompt Copilot with a case 
summary and show how it generates a 
structured outline or narrative.
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Case Study/Demo

3. Data Analysis & Visualization

Scenario: Use Copilot to analyze 
financial data and create charts (e.g., 
lost profits over time).

How: Upload a spreadsheet and ask 
Copilot to generate graphs or perform 
calculations.

4. Expert Testimony Prep

Scenario: Show how Copilot can help 
prepare for cross-examination by 
generating potential questions or 
summarizing opposing expert reports.

How: Feed it a mock report and ask 
for a critique or list of probing 
questions.
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Case Study/Demo

5. AI-Powered Email Drafting

Scenario: Demonstrate how 
Copilot can help draft client 
communications or “touch” 
emails for attorneys.

How: Prompt it with a topic and 
audience, and show the result.
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Risks, Ethics, & 
Limitations

• Confidentiality and data security

• Bias in AI outputs

• Importance of human oversight
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Call to Action “What’s one task you’ll try 
with Copilot this week?”
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